January  19, 2017 
www.mbcaof* 


in  persecution 


of 

iiiniiUrta 

ni»''**ihwrMMdJan, 

W.  Thanaw  law.  pused  hy 
tha  stata  a  General  Asaanribty 
00  Jan  7,  tiana  abortions 
20  Mraekt  of  pregnancy. 

'Oaganarallysaxaptadmadt- 
cal  poinr  at  *v»ik:h  batxea  cart 
»ufvn«  iiutaKia  the  womb. 


<op.  10  countries  wfaert 
Chnstians  face  the  most 
•.  ■  Petaeoition 

V;'  and  their  totals  on  a 
loo-point  qrstem  are: 
B  North  Korea,  02 

■  Somalia,  91  points. 

B  Afghanistan,  89  points. 

_  ■  Pakistan,  88  points 
■  Sudan,  87  points. 

H  Syria,  86  points, 
c  ■Iraq.Shpmnts. 

■  .  ■  •*■  ■  Iran,  85  points. 

'  .•-'*  points. 

“"•■r"  •  Eritrea,  8a  points.  ^ 

*  25^^  brotnerB  and  slaters.*  ssk)  Travis 
Wus^,  vice  president  for  pufclic  policy  and 

ft  I3S^  ***  ^‘’*'**^ 

*  Ejftious  Liberty  Commission  in  Nashville 

iV2*  a  real  difference  in  shap- 

k  V  ®‘  *”“5/  '***?*  “  i“ni  play  a  crucial 

I  th«wodl^*^”*  **  persecuted  cfaureh  around 

In  wnt^  relinks  for  Baptist  Press,  Wusaow  en-' 
oouraged  -all  believers  to  reidew  thTniportKid^ 

lect  one  or  two  countries  and  pray  for  the  diurch  there 
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nn  OMUrWMaer  state 
a>**«nMRMheders.hip  and 
Ift*  .CfttosK  Whii-n  Ksft  the 

.  Sotdhaot  Bapns-.  0  >nvr.r>- 

;;  tnh  in  2012  hof  t,  •T’rt;n';r^  J.”' 

;;'£aorti#»ta  wfih  1*1® 
of  Cohirnhm  Con^av 
^Kjfi  fOCBC)  Msidrv^ifGiv  iR 
M^^^#^ro5*der!? 

'LctJi»ir-;n...  -  v  uccf  tlie  riB- 

Ticj.  pra'.<f3;  <  V.'^,  '  ^jniai- 

^  ^Bena^' W  suae*-*— ■ 


people  nf  fiiith  overseas. 

Anotd  ai5  million  ^ 
Oiristiaiis  Underwent 
high,  very  hi^  or 
extreme  petscoition’ 

»»  year  in  the  50  - 
countries  on  the  watch 
list.  Open  Doors  reported 


Krst  Church,  Brookhaven  embraces 


Tell  Me,  Tell  Someone’  emphasis 

HUH  By  Tony  Martin 

■■ _ ^  '  '  7.  '  ''  ' Assoclata  Editor 


First  Church,  Brookhaven, 
IS  in  many  respects  the  cics- 
sic  First  Baptist  county  scat 
church  that  can  he  found  ail 
over  the  South.  The  commu- 
nl^  is  Aable,  as  is  the  church 
“  hut  therti'g  still  excitement 
to  be  fouqd,  accordins  to  pas¬ 
tor  Greg  Wamock. 

"Our  emphasis  .for  this 
yaar  is  Tell  Someone  What 
Jesus  Has  Done  for  You,"  he 
said.  This  is  also  the  2017 
emphasis  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptiat  Convention  B^fd. 
"This’  is  sort  of  a  refocus  for 


®BBC  WARNER  iUEET)  AND  JEFF.  OOREMUS 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Science,  or  faith?  lYou  choose 


••T  A  7^**TsetsBli|ioB,'Newyofk 

1/V ‘IhiKcgdKi^neecfilar  Dean 

,  .Y 

■  wUriwindctf  attention.  The*nieifiapo«r- 
M  ai^Mt  put  it  in  an  NMicna< 
PiucRado  a««viewao  Dea  8;  *don^M 
the  noie  cf  idnm  in  peepia'g 
Aa  a  Oiriat^  I  can  mhestand  BaqueCa 
pbaavaUoa^lD  oitlertD  *80*  lehgian,  one 
"  *8t**  ■hh- 'nm  oftm  asenis  tobc  a 
cfaafcnge  te  teae  who  see  tfaemnives  as 
They  haw  a  &ttb;  however, 
Sttfii  jpKmiliwj  to  tfaaryyfaii^itryttTig 


Guest  opinion 

with  Doug  Parkin 


njfaja^dMait 

to  be  tnae,  the  aMh^  excite  Zw 

1"  fcot.  GaaS  a 

pcyjflj^cfaipieroocofCaieMkM 

^am*intaftheheawn,«ri5833i 

in  the  day  thatS 

Inri  God  made  eatih  and  heatS^na^ 

Amninn  l«ew 


i«^and  to  then  bust  wdiat  iaevidenced 
Yet,  that  ia  the  vayntoae 

th^  BiBiaft  MBognitioi. 

gertiaiQieofitS^ in 
wuddleadhimtoidothHslie 
to  tomlore  the  poasidities  ofChnstian 
Jtojliey  may  find  it  ataiaiaii*  that  tiK> 
yetfaeongawhoarewariaedintfaegen- 
^H^pen^batfiediiilfaeiruniverialexie- 
wnoe  to  cniy  the  physical  reaim  while  feaiiid 

355^5“"“®*.?''^  nai« 


toihiaJ  fife  5aaed  on  fiuth  in  Jeans  ChtS. 

■!■  Ptomoctsf  in  Jadcson  and  a 

Pb^Chw^iu  Jackson.  His  cam- 
tVpeon  courtesy  </Bc^  Pitss. 


•tory  /«,  20/7  The  BArnsr  Rhimu.' 


Haithcock:  'Retirement 

C^ANQ  MAI.  ThaltofMi  lA# 

'ro  retire  when  the  TUSHT! 
devil  retires.'  illiill 

Harthcock  U  - 

“wnminy  out  hig  ewnous  Qery  Harthcock  j||yii||ii|; 

^  comiiients  and  micakNMry 

miMple  avenuea  of  aervke.  ^ 

^nda  recalled  Harth- 

2**  •  *«»ebwrd8  upon  hia  ^?!,"??*?*j5‘P**‘**rector 


was  not  in  his  vocabulary' 

*^***^***^M^^^^^^^^B  .  ;  *at  would 

..  a  ®nd  hi*  life  in  a  few  days,  he  re- 

f  Js  Bible  through  daifyd^^. 

Wm  another  one 

91  that  spreads  the 


- -  Mju  UJ9  wuK  iiv»  •  •wKUJcure  ic 

W  "«re  married  69  years  to  the  people. 

before  she  paawxi  away  in  Sep-  -they  officially  re- 

t«»^r  2015.  They  served^  ‘*t^‘“‘985,  theycontinimdto 
^ther  overseas  for  40  years  in  IMB.  Centered 

su  countria.  on  loving  servi^  and  show- 

f,»i“**™*tion*]  Mission  Board  “‘8P«o^  Jesus,  the  couple 
(IMB)  worker  Phil  Wardell  “ntfnued  throu^  multiSe 
Harthcocks  *h^'term  and  vdunteer  mt 
m  Cambodu.  It  was  such  a  ••w^wnwits, 

SSSS?  ‘stand-  nioved  to  Uberia  in 

Ps»nt*  join  our  team,  and  i?**  **>th  IMB’s  Master's 
*“  continue  the  min- 

{^P«^f  the  wrd  in  terms  of  '"ty  efforts  of  IMB  worker* 
mimstered  together  J^^to  returned  to  the  U,S.  for 
•??“*  sssignments.  In  100^ 
thaT^w  hS  people  ^  Harthcock*  moved  to 

tw  tove  left  such  a  leg^  in  Homoha  to  teach  English  to 
SirtT''r“.^.>'^^en  mer^l  doctors. 

*®  I*pWt^]  sons  and  serving  m  Momolia 

**  Caribbean.  «tth  IMS's  Mr«e“* 

Hongolia,  ^ couple  wrote  85 

Cam^  T^Uand.  a^riT:  parts  of  the  hSimbSife 

tuaUy  hi  aJiBost  every  country  Theae  lessons  wen, 


the  diurchT^^ 

-  'Vja.essnltofthstrjwrTfewei 
*nwiah  Instnietors,  the  Harth- 
^k*  developed  toob  titled. 
Easy  English  Teaching,  ^ 
yrrote  M  booklets  for  teach¬ 
ing  English  to  Buddhist  monks 
and  others  They  tailored  the 
wbucatKHis  to  expose  stu¬ 
dents  to  the  Gospel. 

In  1999  in  tneir  late  tos, 
toe  Harthcocks  moved  to 
Tnaiund  and  continued  mln- 
latcring  and  writing  boolu, 
Bible  fes—ni  and  tracts  that 
have  since  bfen  translated 
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Itwwatthattfaneoftheyear.the 
ctoM  of  the  year,  when  peonie  are 
ttiinMng  abwt  whM  had  taaen 
place  over  me  paat  36s  daya.  1  had 
read  leverai  at^ea  and  tome  Uatinga 
that  deah  with  bodi  good  and  bad  b«A 
cenecal^  focuced  on  more  the  bad 

Uune^  than  the  good  tbinga  that  had 
happened.  Stmte  of  the  atticie  titka 
were  Bite  "The  Ten  Worat  Events  of  the 
Past  Year*  or  “The  Ten  Moat  Simifi- 
cant  People  Who  Died  in  2016.'  The 
bad  aiaiiiiKl  to  be  where  most  of  our 
Ustereat  ama  and  where  moat  of  our 
feelinga  were  bulled  in  that  year.  Igot 
to  thinking  about  it  -  «dnr  doean't  good 
feel  aa  good  aa  had  feels  Sad?  Think 
abontit.  You  can  hve  for  ten  years,  a 
full  demde,  and  never  have  the  flu  the 
first  time.  Yon  mi|^t,  in  paMin&  be 
thankful  that  you  were  healthy,  but  not 
to  a  deep  fMKng  of  appreciation  a^ 
praiae,  but  then  yon  ^  the  flu.  w 
my,  every  bone  it  aching.  Everything 
it  goit%  wrong.  You're  not  sure  you  re 
going  to  live  uuough  the  night,  and  it 
H  actually  horrible  and  unforgettable. 
All  the  days  of  good  health  are  forgot¬ 
ten,  and  even  mough  you  are  tppre- 
datiwe  of  the  good  health,  it  waaa't 
necetaaiih  eojdwric  and  the  truth  ia 
the  good  do^T  aeem  to  be  aa  good 
aa  the  bad  feda  bad,  eapedally  ff  you 
havetfaeflu. 

Think  dxnit  the  ioy  and  deli^  that 
oouMS  when  a  child  h  horn.  Woala 
liluri-g  One  of  life's  rich,  woader- 
fdkm  a  new  life  baa  come'into  this 
3liBd,  ^  after  aeveral  months  and  life 
'Mills  into  normal  routinea  of  feed- 
iiM  and  and  moat  of  the 

omnga  and  cooinfi  have  either  gotten 
u  Icaa  or  atimped,  m  good  doetnl  lem 
P  aa  earth  thaUng  aa  the  good  Memed 
at  the  moment  Bat  on  the  other  aide: 

what  ifyea  feeea  lOMd  oMv  •  P«a<w 

who  hM  bees  any  dear  to  you,  maybe 
a  fitmily  member,  mgybe  just  a  dear 
ftfend.  and  it  seems  that  the  wonderfnl 
good  that  oomea  when  the  good  ftiingt 
happen  in  your  life  like  that  precioua 


y  Doesn  t 
Good  Feel  as  Good 
as  Bad  Feels  Bad?! 


baby  are  nowhere  to  be  compared  to 

the  pain  df  the  deep  hurt  that  you  feel 

arhen  you  lose  someone?  In  flict  that 
pain  revisit  you  over  and  over 
again  mirybe  for  yean  to  come.  Now  I 
may  not  anawen  to  arhy  the  good 

doetnT  feel  as  good  as  the  bad  fecM 
bnd,  but  1  do  have  soaoe  thoughta. 

One  thought  It  timpiy  this;  it  teems 
that  we  human  beings  have  a  tienM- 
dous  senac  of  entiftement.  TUa  didn't 
start  with  the  mBIennials  and  it  (fidnY 
come  with  just  a  new  age  of  aome 
dmcriptive  group,  it  started  with  ua  aa 
human  beinga  touched  by  sin.  It  seems 
as  though  we  feel  when  good  things 
come  our  way  that,  “Wonderful.  It’a 
about  time.  I  am  deserving  oi  that.*  If 
IBytUM  oomea  good  our  way ,  weD,  it 
ifteuldbave.  Aid  leak  the  q^tion, 
“Well,  why  ahomd  it?*  What  have  any 
of  us  done  to  deaer  re  any  of  the  Heav¬ 
en^  Fatb«'s  avalanche  of  UeiaingB  in 
our  livea  and  reality?  The  truth  k  that 
what  we  have  done  b  nothing.  For  all 


that  we  haveevn  done  and  all  that  iw 

have  ever  received  above  aero  b  by  me 
grace  ofGod.  Still,  aome  of  ua  mmrbe 
all  of  ss  ate  tainted  by  thb  attitide 
that  we  see  reflected  Lathe  prodigal 
son  who  cans  to  hb  fother  and  he  aald, 
“CHveme.*  The  quote  foea  on  to  aay, 
“Give  me  the  portion  M  goods  that 
feOetii  to  me^(Lnke  15:13).  He  wanted 
hb  tnfaeribuace  and  he  wmitad  H  now. 
Truth  b,  the  fetber  didn’t  have  to  give 
him  anything  —  DOW  or  even  in  the  wul. 
Bin  this  demanding  spirit  that  I  want 
what  I  want  DOW  and  I  want  more  of 
what  I  want  and  you  need  to  make  sure 
you  gyve  it  to  me,  may  live  within  all 
of  us  to  some  degree,  and  wten  ^  get 
the  Uesaiiigs,  tre  oftmi  feel  it's  about 
time.  Igotniiiie.  A  aeone  of  entitle- 


much  of  what  we  arant.  Itbanoft-  . 
repeated  phrase  when  I  meet  petqile 
and  peo^  are  meeting  eadi  other. 
“How  are  you  doing?”  “Better  than  I 
de8«rve,“tbeyaav.  Well,  that's  true 
beemise  you  really  were  not  in  posi¬ 
tion  to  make  a  case  before  the  God  of 
Heaven  that  you  deserve  anything,  it’s 
all  provided  by  Him.  * 

TV  other  thought  that  1  have  has 
to  do  with  timing.  Maybe  we  feel  the 
good  doesn’t  feel  as  good  as  the  bad 
feels  bad.  For  when  God  gives  us  good 
things,  we  don’t  folly  know  where  it 
willMd.  Whereas  vdien  we  experi¬ 
ence  loss,  hurt,  pain,  suffering,  dis¬ 
ease,  death,  we  know  all  too  well  the 
deptiis  of  ^  loss  and  the  enormous 
hurt  that  v«e  feel.  It’s  all  there  and  it 
can  be  viaited  daily  if  we  choose  to  do 
ao.  So  what  in  the  world  do  we  do  with 
the  good  that  we  ought  to  be  gving 

thanksgiving  for  and  the  bad  we’re 
trying  to  get  over?  Well,  as  you  move 
into  uds  new  year,  aa  it  untekls  day  fo 

day  before  you,  be  blessed  by  the  good. 
Diweiop  within  your  own  conscious- 
ness  an  oiqioing  sense  of  s  gratitude 
attitude  that  nc^ng  b  going  to  get 
by  you  without  saying.  Thank  You, 
Lord.’  It  win  cfaaii«  your  faelin»-  It 
will  your  arotude  just  to  live 

with  tome  gratitnde.  There  are  people 
all  around  you  who  may  be  caught 
up  in  their  own  littk  world  of  self- 
importance  wV  don't  say  thank  you 
to  anybo^  for  anything.  Fine.  Just 
don't  let  tnat  someone  he  you. 

Abo,  whfle  you’re  Messed  by  tfo 
good  don't  get  Masted  by  the  bad. 
God  IS  with  you  and  will  walk  with 

you  and  encourage  you  and  lift  you  m 

either  situation.  If  n’s  good.  He  can 
handbtiiat.  If  it’s  bad.  He  can  tuuidle 
that  So  as  you  walk  through  the  dart 

_ f _ —J _ 


oaaChHitUa't  wmlk.  Maybe  it*t  one 
that  maybe  we  need  to  push  badi  on  in 
order  to  realise  that  we  are  probably 
not  deeerving  of  any  of  what  we  haw. 


and  trust  in  the  center  of  tnebi 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
dbreetions^mbcb.org. 


First  Person:  How  to  have  a  successful  mission  trip 


By  Shana  Pndtt 


TheiiuiiibetofUa.Chib- 
tians  paftkfoatiag  In  short¬ 
term  mission  trips  of  a  year  or 
bM  has  risen 

expuncntiaily 
over  the  last 
Wyeiirs, 

nom.sqoin 
ipAstomore 
than  L.s  mil¬ 
lion  snrnially 
nitlid.ii  aa- 

tiinatod  two  _ 

MUondoi-  PRUnr 
brs  per  year 

spent  on  the  trawb,  according 
to  Mimiology  JoartiAi. 

Be  wary  of  ouiUng  thsae 
fniittalas  on  short-term  mb- 
sion  trips’. 

■  BcHevIns  yasiVe  the 
Savtor.  WeaustriMswihir 
tiun  we  me  not  the  hme  (rf 
the  world  —  Jesus  b.  what 
countries,  atlas,  and  peOpb 
need  b  Jesus  —  not  me  and  my 


passport  At  the  ve^best,  I  can 
make  a  temporary  impact  the 
Oospal  win  make  aa  rtetnal 
hnpKt  Give  them  Jeans. 

■  Trcaiiag  aabaionarics 

IBw  travel  mmeate.  Mb- 
sionariesaivmbestpet^  ' 
to  help  pbn  the  detailx  oCBte 
trip.  However,  we  must  reallxe 
thet  b  not  their  pcii^ry  reatxii- 
f»r  bong  there.  Their  <  kTing  is 
to  minister  t»>  the  oornmnnitv . 
share  the  Coqt^  and  make ' 
disritdee,  agoirhlan  cM-call 
trav«  agent-  . :  : 

■  Gobin  wbb  our  own 

agendas.  SometiniM  teams 
go  on  a  miaston  trip  looking 
tor  the  ni'ixfdonarba,  atiea.  and 
local  mfolMries  to  maet  their 
deavan,:^'  -»  ■•  mbsionar- 
ietL  aiiiiriJE;  TSrui  communi¬ 
ty  partnars 

who  -sS  enasssasr,  aastusr. 
and  invest  in  toe 

Khvf’oro  work  thsi  has  alf*a<iy 

i  "jrft.  Be  t  not  a 
Mwlrance.  twnwnbar,  if  you 
make  a  meas  and  then  lew 


“We  must  remembar  that  we  are  not  the  hope 
of  the  world  —  deaus  Is.  What  countries,  cities,  and 
people  need  is  Jesus not  me  and  my  passport. 
At  the  very  best.  I  can  make  a  temporary  impact. 
The  Gospel  will  make  an  eternal  impact. 

Give  them  Jesus.* 


mbsionaiies  are  the  ones  who 
have  to  stay  and  dean  it  up. 

■  Operating  as  Ukk^ 
.thsy  are  OSS  your  torf.  Be 
sure  to  respect  cuibire,  context, 
and  hbtory.  Cultucea  need  the 
Gospel,  not  a  Western  mindwt 
or  even  the  ’American  dmteb.' 
Peopb  win  sing  and  do  church 
rflffetendy  than  what  you’re 
used  to.  Frabe  God  for  that. 
There  b  a  lot  K-u  can  learn  ftom 
people  in  different  crstexis. 

■  Dofng  things  For 
people  that  they  can  do  for 
tfaenmetvca.  It  painting  a  waQ 
or  handing  out  food  Is  rnsib  a 
need  in  a  pbee,  invite  pecyle  in 
those  rillsges  to  do  it  -with  you 


or,  if  our  teems  tte  going  to 
do  these  probets  alone,  make 
sure  that  we  K  doing  them  with 
Goepdintentionality.  Empow¬ 
ering  people  with  the  Go^ 
for  uui^  should  ahvaya  DC 
our  driving  force. 

B  hwpreaalng  people  tn- 
stcsid  or  empowerta^thesn. 

It's  so  etsy  to  inwreas  people 
with  I.  certain  stoS  set  with 
which  the  lord  has  bbssed 

you.  What  if  you  spent  that 


loog-term  conantmity  imped. 

fll  ^bsthlpaUng  hi  poy- 
eity  tmuriam.  Onr  oiotivatioi 


for  fflbsions  cannot  be  to  hsve 
a  greet  vacation  experience  or 
to  take  photos  of  hurting 
pb.  You  are  part  of  soroelning 
much  larger  than  yourself 

■  Not  aMdng  before 
cUddag.  Don’t  f  uni  your 
camera  mto  a  weapon.  How 
would  you  feel  if  strangers 
were  taking  pictures  of  )jhi. 
your  children,  and  your  home  r 

God  b  sovereign  and  Hix 
grace  b  sufficient.  Howe'er, 
we  esn  be  aware  of  mistakes, 
learn  from  them,  and  make 
the  charuort  necessary  for 
healthy  ungdom  expansion 
We  have  anlncrediblc  op- 
portunity  to  go  in  wdsdom  ana 
with  exciwnce,  because  our 
King  deserves  OUT  best . 

PruiK  Is  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  the  Southern 
B^tiSts  of  Texas  ConDcntion 
in  Dallas.  Hit  commentary 
appears  courtesy  0/  Baptist 
Press.  Edited  for  style 
and  length. 


Jannary  19, 2017  THe  Baptist 


ERLC  urj 
on  pro-liJ 

®?***J'*™  B"  "tiat  Etl^  and  Relj- 
•>  auiiissk>a(ERLC} 
m  Nashville  has  called  on  Presi^ 
dei»;€lec»  Donald  Trump  and  tb‘ 
wvonj-ir  VS.  Coi^^  n> 
pro-Hfcpriorifies. 
u  T™.  pro-life  cwnmunil)  ;yiB 
•  ^  *®*7  to  be  a  year 

m  whlA  ;>rotecting  unborn  hu¬ 
man  Ufc  IS  a  top  priority,'  lois- 
sdl  Moore,  ERLC  presi^t,  said 
mwtten  comments  for  Bap- 
(Bf')-  “Real  gains  are 
achievable,  ones  that  will  save 
uvw  a^  serve  vulnerable  \v\»i- 
fn  m  the  crosshairs  of  a  preda- 
toiy  aboftimi  induetiy. 

^  prayer  is  that  both  Coo- 
firMs  and  the  Ttump  adminis- 
grtion  wiB  acfrely  pursue  these 
pro-Hfc  prioities  for  the  good  of 
''ranen  and  unborn  cbuSm  in 


A™**  the  SB  selected  ^ 

Moors  and  Travis  Whasow, 
the  leeenthr-named  ERLC  vice 
EjesidentfepiiblicpoBw,  urged 
T>ump  to  reverse  tbeSortion/ 
.^ontnwptton  mandate  on  his 
fi*«^aeBre8idenL 
wruletssusd  by  die  U,S.  De- 


<imte  oonpeasioiial  action  for  its 
reped.  ifc  •  regulation  requires 
empltyrg  to  provide  their  work- 
ers  with  oovenge  for  conttacep- 
tivw  with  mechapis.ni  that  ca 
potetMialiy  mduee  abortions  and 
corrtalns  what  critics  descrfoe  as 
inacwquste  freedom  of  coDscieiice 
protem)iis  tboM  vdwobiect. 

‘(BJecause  the  HHS  Mandate 
ww  created  by  an  administrattve 
rule  and  iM  statute,  the  process 
to  reverse  it  can  b«in  inunerliatr- 

afttt  President  'n^p  takes  of- 
«*.'  they  wrote.  “We  urge  Presi¬ 
dent  Trump  to  do  so  on  his  firM 
day  in  the  White  Houk.* 

The  other  five  pro-Hie  tecom- 
mendations  with  eonunents  fium 
Moore  and  Wussow; 

■  Mahna  permanent  the 
Hyde  Amendment.  The  ameiid- 
ro«iL  first  eiuKted  ^  years  ago, 
bars  funds  for  abortion  m  various 

federal  programs  and  is  estiiMted 

to  have  saved  oxire'than  two  mii- 
Koo  livea.  It  has  to  be  approved 
each  year,  however. 

The  No  Taxpayer  Funding  for 
Abortion  and  Abortion  Insur¬ 
ance  Full  Disclosure  Act  would 
ban  all  federal  money  for  abor- 
tion  permanently. 

“TV  Hyde  Amendment  la 
a  recognitiofl  that  milKona  of 
Americans  strongly  object  to  al¬ 
lowing  their  taxes  to  be  spent  on 
what  UiCT  believe  to  be  tne  tak¬ 
ing  of  a  Ine,“  Moore  and  Wussow 
said.  “It  is  time,  once  and  for  alL 
for  the  consdenoes  of  ndOions 
of  Americans  to  be  protected  by 
the  force  of  perraaiient  statute; 
federal  funds  should  not  be  ua^ 
for  abortions.* 


ges  action 
re  issues 

e  Court  JustkxAntoninScalki.  The 
-  n^  president  “must  do 
’  ^s“”Pfysppoint  another  pro¬ 
life  ,vote  to  the  Court;  his  task  h 
to  maintain  the  inteflectual  bal- 
>  ance  of  power  on  the  issue,*  they 
wrote.  Justice  Scaha's  infiuence 
'  yidiaal  system 

be  fob  for  decades.  We  ^uld 

™P*  .!“«  replacemert  would 

acwmpUsh  the  same  during  his 

or  hjsr  tenure  on  the  Court.^ 

m  Eliminatmg  all  funds 
M  Ptmwed  Parenthood.  The 
™nned  Parenthood  Fed^ 
toi  America  and  its  affinal 
jraich  constitute  the  country’s 
Si  *  *®®*5E**  P'to'ider,  received 
$55^7  tapUon  in  govenunent 
grants  and  rrimbiHsanents 
formed  nearly  324,000  abor- 
ttoos,  according  to  the  moet  rrs- 
ceot  annual  reports. 

Congress  approved  ayear  ago 

abou  90%  of  Planned  Paient- 
hoorfg  federal  funds,  but  UA 
Barack  Obama  vetoed 
tt  m  January  A  specU  panel  in 

me  Hpuae  of  Representatives  Ims 

mvenigating  the  otganiza- 

txm  s  Mde  in  riiorted  baby  body 
Pmts  this  year  and  aruiounced  is 
»irf  le^ulatoiy  referrals 
^  Oet  21.  TWo  involved  Phuined 
Parenthood  dinics. 

Wussow  said'  the 
KRLC  win  continue  to  suppoft  the 
mrostotivepancl’s  wert  and  the 


SRCAIONO  WfMTS  = 

SENTENCED  TO  DEATH 

JURY  RETURNS  UNANIMOUS  VEROICT.AGAINST  ROOF 


can  Christiana  k'H^^ring^  African  Ameri- 

^arleston.  S.C..  urgad  co^to^d^Cfler  in 

Families  urge  killer  to 
repent  before  it's  too  late 


■  Sefectina 
essor  to  the  la 


3 

s  ^  flain-rapabir 

j  Unborn  Child  Protection  Act.  The 
Pain-capable  Unborn  Child  Pro- 
p  toction  Act  would  prohibit  abw- 
t  •I^“'il*l>iesaoweek8  0rinote 
,  after  fertilization  baaed  on  scien¬ 
tific  evidence  that  a  child  in  the 
womb  experiences  pain  by  that 
.  point  in  gesta^n. 
t  ■  Approving  the  Bom-ahve 
Abortion  Survivors  Protection 
Act.  The  proposal  would  require 
1  a  health-care  professional  to 
provide  the  same  standard  of 
care  for  a  child  born  alive  after 
a  failed  abortion  as  a  baby  born 
prematurely. 

Moore  and  Wuaaow  encour¬ 
aged  Christians  to  seek  to  influ- 
etice  lawmakers  to  support  such 
policies  but  said  it  isnot  the  only 
way  they  can  exhibit  their  pro¬ 
life  commitments. 

“Whether  through  support 
ofjaloption,  participation  in  the 
foster  true  system,  or  prtwiding 
rounaeling  to  expeitant  and  new 
mothers  mrougb  megnancy  le- 
souroe  center^  pro^  advocates 
need  to  not  onty  communicate  the 
truth  of  die  God-given  dignity  of 
humanity,  but  five  H  out  in  our  lo¬ 
cal  communities,’ they  wrote.  i 

ERhC  will  partner  durirw  Jan-  ' 
uaiy  1^  Hjcus  on  the  Pimih  I 
to  again  co-host  Evangelicals  for  ! 
Ufc.  This  second  coi&rence  on  ■ 
advccati^  for  the  dignity  of  all  I 
human  life  will  be  heldJan.  26-28  , 
in  Washington.  DX:.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  visit  evangeUcabJife.  I 


»<ARL£ST0N.  S.C.  (BP)  - 
Convi^  murderer  Dyiann 
Roof  thould  repent  (rf  the  nus- 
Mere  of  nine  people  he  killed 
*t  MotMr  Emanuel  ^urch, 
the  victims’  survivors  sitid  af- 
tCT  a  jury  recommended  the 
deem  penato  Jan.  la 

■Toqaujeiil  dsnr  b  comliai 
Monra-  for  him  than  what  he 
expected,"  Denise  QuaHes, 
uughter  of  massacre  victim 
Myra  Thompson,  said  on  ABC 
News  after  the  jury’s  dc^on 
was  announced.  “He  definiteh 
needs  to  [repent].’ 

Her  fethea  cod  Thompson’s 
wk^  Ant*v.ny  Ihompson 
said 'yes’ fe  agieentent. 

Roof,  an  avowed  white  su¬ 
premacist,  affirmed  his  de- 
(nion  to  kill  the  black  wor¬ 
shippers  as  recently  as  the 
Decnnber  2016  .sentencing 
phase  of  the  trial,  it  was  wklelv 
reported.  Acting  as  his  own 
^rne>  ,  he  said,  ‘1  fcft  like  I 
had  to  do  it  and  I  still  feel  like 
I  have  to  do  it.’  Roof  said  then. 
ABC  News  reported. 

Myra  Thompaon,  a  S9-year- 
wife  and  mother  of  two 
chOdten,  wim  amot^  those 
Roof  killed  after  tl^  wel¬ 
comed  him  to  a  June  17,  2015 
Bible  atuciy  at  Emamid  Af¬ 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal 
CSiurch  (also  known  as  Motlwr 
Emanuel  AME)  in  Charleston. 
S.C  During  the  cloring  prayer. 
Roof  began  firing  77  rounds  1 

from  a  Clock  .45  caliber  haiid-  1 
g^  reloading  the  13-round  1 
chamber  several  times  before  1 
fegvina  the  church.  , 

Mdrin  Graham,  the  brother  t 
rf  M-year-old  victim  Cynthia 
Graham  Hurd,  abo  encouraged  ( 
Roof  to  repent.  “He’rin  God’s  v 
hands  now.*  Graham  said  in  an  t 


He's  in  God's  hands 
now.  and  if  he  turns  his 
We  around,  if  he  makes 
a  humble  confession 
to  God...  he  can  join 
my  sister  and  the  other 
oloht  in  hoawon  boesHiao 
God  said.  1  wiH  fQi^ive 
you  for  no  matter  what 
you  do.  I  will  forgive 
you." 


Melvin  Graham 
brothar  of  victim 

interview  recorded  by  several 
news  outlets,  including  PBS, 
outside  the  federal  courthouse 
m  C^rieston,  “and  if  he  turns 
ms  life  around,  if  he  makes  a 
humble  confession  to  God...  he 
CM  join  my  sister  and  the  other 
eight  in  heaven  because  (tod 
raid,  ’1  will  forgive  you  fur  no 
matter  what  you  do.  I  will  for- 
gnj  wju“ 

“Just  like  when  he  showed 
no  remorse  here,  when  that 
time  comes  if  he  chomies  not 
to  show  any  remorse,  then  he 
again  will  determine  his  sen¬ 
tence,*  said  Graham,  a  father 
and  grandfather  who  IK-es  in 
Go<^  Creek.  “He  has  anoth¬ 
er  chance.' 

Family  members  of  the  vic¬ 
tims  notabb’  expressed  for¬ 
giveness  to  Roof  before  the 


givenem  to  Roof  before  the 
grand  jury  when  charges  were 
filed  amnst  the  white  .suprem¬ 
acy,  ^ut  Graham  said  he’s 
stifi  yong  to  for^ve  Roof, 

_  '“I’m  a  work  in  progrew,' 
(Jraham  .said  during  the  inter- 
siew,  but  expressed  assurance 
that  in  time  peace  will  come  ‘ 


S  Amoi«  Roofs  victims  was 
S  piyniel  AME  pastor  and 
bgblator  Oementa  Piiyuiey. 

emrrent  pastor  Etx 
1  S.  C.  Manning  was  not  avaU- 
1  able  to  Baptist  Press  for  com- 
ment,  as  he  was  in  court  hear- 

}  to  death,  a  diuirh  atafTmetn- 
[  her  toW  Baptbt  Press. 

During  the  trial.  Roof  nev¬ 
er  expressed  remorse  for  the 
crime  and  insisted  that  he  is 
not  mentally  iH.  *1  have  neg 
shed  a  tear  ’for  the  innocent 
Prople  I  killed,"  Roof  wrote 
mun  jail  ebys  after  confy- 
ing  to  the  crime,  according  to 
the  FBI.  “I  would  like  to  make 
it  crystal  clear.  I  do  not  regret 
w  hat  I  did.  I  am  not  sorry. 

Roof  laughed  nine  times 
about  the  killings  during 
hi-s  recorded  confession,  the 
FBI  said. 

Rijof  has  already  requo.sted 
an  appeal  of  the  death  .sen¬ 
tence,  ABC  News  reported 
^ause  Roof  represented 
himself  during  the  sentencing 
phase,  he  wcxild  also  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  filing  an  appeal, 
accordil^  to  ABC  News. 

Roof  is  the  first  person  sen¬ 
tenced  to  death  for  a  f^r^ 
hate  crime.  He  also  faces  state 
charges  punishable  by  death, 
but  a  date  for  the  state  trial  has 
not  been  set. 

A  memorial  to  the  victims 
remains  on  Emanuel  AME’s 
website.  “In  Loviiw  Memory, 
(tone  But  Never  Forgotten." 
accompanies  phutus  of  the 
victims.  “Thank  you  to  all 
who  have  prayed,  sent  cards, 
gifts,  and  for  other  .lets  of 
kindness  as  we  continue  to 
grieve  and  heal  " 
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Just  for  the  Reco 

The  newly  elected  officers  of 
the  MISSISSIPPI  SmOINO 
CMliBCHMCM  for  201S2017 
ere  Byron  Green,  Central 
Director;  Joel  Worley,  North 
Oirectof.  Matthew  Gaddy, 
Presideof-eaet;  Enc  Mc¬ 
Nair.  President;  Lance  W>rd. 
Secretary;  Krie  Smith,  South 
Director.  1T»e  Churchmen  are 
sponsored  by  the  Church 
Music  Department,  MBCB, 

Sleter  Murphy,  director,  and  • 
urrder  the  direction  of  Milfred 
Valentine. 


TJe  lOngs  of  FIRST  CHURCH.  MADISON,  tan 

^  Leg^  Colldera  at  their 'December  meetina.  Shown  e 
Petty  ToHeson,  Pete  WltMter,  Larry  Greet,  and  Jim  Dertybe 


**i!l***^il-^**®^^^*®^  *'•*  •’onofwJ  by  receiv- 

tr^the  Lion  HeerC-d  Award  by  the  Pine  Belt  Lions  Club  for 

lS  .riw!!?  ???■  ’be  award  on  behalf  of  the 

L^s^id  L^LBA  Mission  Canter  Overseer,  and  preseni- 
«d  by  president  Skip  McFarland. 

In  tsejier  church 
Nsws: 

_  OrMidi  Memorial 
Church,  .lacfctati,  ^  hoetBia 

SS  byn  Jan.  ^5  P  Jn. 

«»*•  Ramsey  v^hclea^ 

?'£'?5'lafnieDof  the  Bible, 

HAMILTON  CHURCH, 
fWMILTON,  honored  Robert 

try.  He  was  honored  with  a 
eurpnee  followthip.  He  was 
licenead  on  Dec.  11,  i860. 


‘  ..'V 

pin 

J 

D;^Tet’Sr^rSL!^^  to  pm-m  com.  te.  U. 

teem  under  the  direction  ofStSIIi  Hoii«rd^m?!l2^  n”*»«fe,  and 

Poplervilie.  Juniper  Grove.  Oek  Hill.  Ollv..  Pin. 


SASSFIELD.  pre 

.Shown  are  bv  *6  youth 

20.V  Oalay-eSaltvIlrn^Silr'' 


J*"utary  19,2017  TREBAPnsr  RiiH'Ri 


In  a  coimtr^'  where  there  is  onovictions.  and  he  stood  bs  his 
feasing  family  digloratkm."  ciinvirtions.  i  found 


2^*  •jO**TON.  has  caned  Jap  Peavy  as  pastor 

atoofl  with  his  wife  Rebekah.  Shown,  front  Yow,  are  David  Hol- 
the  Pb^s,  and  Ben  Roflws;  second  row,  CaorBla, 
^«lio,  WrgmiaThompson,  and  nhondaTofrpnee;  back  row 
Tammy  Moore,  Fred  Johnson,  and  Bennett  Merchant 

FIRST 
CHURCH, 
CRYSTAL 
SPRINGS, 

has  called 
ChrisTaasley 
as  pastor, 
shown  with 
his  wife, 
Jenny,  and 
children  Jos 
and  Eva. 


Mi 

"BiS  -L.  ±OCiIP  H  lii  B 


HPB  SHXZ  KZZB  SR  QRWDMZEYZN, 
EZNS  HS  HPQ  SJLZ  QRWD  KZHDSN  AZ 
RYZDFICHDIZB  TJSK  NWDCZJSJPI,  HPB 
BDWPXZPPZNN,  HPB  FHDZN  RC  SKJN 
EJCZ,  HPB  NR  SKHS  BHQ  FRLZ  WVRP 
QRW  WPHTHDZN. 

EWXZ  STZPSQ-RPZ;  SKJDSQ-CRWD 
Clue:  U 

Have  fun  uart  ayptography  and  txerdte  your  Bible 
bioufledgt.  A  King  James  Version  Btbte  verwt  has  been  en- 
eifded  bg  ktter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puait.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  wtHc’spvide:  Isaiah  Forty:  Bight 
•yOwrtM  favx.  1*12-2004.0  lOOS 


So.  Baptist  leaders  weigh 
in  on  Obama’s  farewell 

r-l  las-  ■  r-i  n  _ 


CHICAGO  (BP)  -  Fonowing  UA 
l‘>»>dent  Baradc  Obama’s  fare¬ 
well  address  Jan.  u  in  OiioMo, 
Southern  Baptists  wbo  have  met 
with  him  personally  reflected  on 
tushbetal  social  poheies,  apparent 
cominitment  to  family,  and  status 
as  Amenca’s  first  blaa  presideat 

Soutliern  Baptist  'Convention 
(SBC)  Executive  Committee  Pres¬ 
ide  Flank  S.  Rase  in  Naahvflle 
said  he  ‘Vatehed  the  presidattia] 
speech  with  greet  interest"  and 

has  appredated  Obama's  exmple 

'  as  a  husband  and  father,  despte 

deep  disagreements  with  the  ptee- 
■dent  on  some  issues. 

A  member  of  Obama’s  Council 


ncsoerroiMMSfWifl^iOTHE 


Tly  tour  changes  Obama  huriamd  and  father.'  He  added 


uZI — ^  BiuTouname  certain 

vnth  to  pqynally  and  issues,  and  taking  (toocracy 
fi^  to  to  be  greatly  engining  forgranted. 

hii^^^'^^<^W«dwifli  referen<Sdi^iiSr^y?\>^to 

rights 


morel 

ooui;m;v  Kdeet^diyk^  clacnfviM  “LCyaT  rkrhS^iE^ 


—  —  — y  ^  uavaucu 

o<  ms  iDtractaoIe  ae&erence  to  an 

Ob^’s  response  hTsituatiom 

aSrif'S 

'^*fsSr‘IS5'€ 


However,  Land  said  he  is 
disappoimed’  Obama  'has  not 
used  the  occasion  of  being  the 
first  African  American  presi¬ 
dent  to  bring  about  greater  ra¬ 
cial  reconciliation.’ 


eeiux  «  re—«isis  minng 

dency  indude  Efliks  & 
Libe^  Oommission 
President  Rusadl  Moot 


Russdl  Moore,  former 


aahux  iKKoinees,  ai 

'championing'  of  the  pru-goy 
agenda  dr^  criticiBin  from  IjmvC 
Duke,  a  former  ERU'  vice 
»resi^  im  mhfa  .•alig;  sad 
resesjich  wh«  aret  atfa  Oliaiiia 
at  least  twice,  told  BP  he  is  "fdad" 
for  ‘Yhe  oppoctuni^  to  meet  and 
work  with  our  nton's  first’Afri- 
can  American  president.’ 

"While  we  knew  we  disagrred 
on  many  substantive  matters. 
President  Obama  was  very  gra- 


encudve  dfasetnr  nine  black  worshipers  at  Einan 
“nett  Duke.  ud  African  Methmh.sl  - ' 


- W - XICUKNUSq 

Former  SBC  President  Fred  Church  in  Chariestoa  aChys 
Jjter  wived  a  congratula-  self-desnM  white  supremaefo. 
lory  pbone  call  from  Obama  land,  wbo  reta^  tn  2013  after 
tvTO  days  after  being  ele^  zsyBaisasheadofthe  ERLCand 
toe  convention  s  first  Arrican  its  predeocMor  ormnbation,  the 
Amenmn  nmuH^nt  t  ._i.* 


toiy  phone  call  from  Otnma 
two  days  after  being  elected 
the  convention’s  first  African 
American  president. 

Obama’s  speech,  deliveied  on 
flie  eve  of  Donald  ’TYump's  firet 
press  conference  as  president- 
cfect,  outliiied  four  ‘cfadleiiges  to 
our  democracy’  and  touched  on 
SDi^  toes  that  have  divided  to 
at  times  from  social  conservatives. 


rrusmera  cmonia  was  very  era 
Crmshan  Life  Cofnmission,  told  cious  and.  respectful  toward  me ' 

Rnnntt  fV>  i  fnD\  Ua.  r\..i _ _ 


Boptist  PreaR  (BP)  he  met  with 
Obinna  twice. 


Duke  said  in  written  comments. 
*116  IS  a  man  of  deep,  personal 


OBITUARY 


John  Harbait  SaBhamar,  70,  an  evangelical  Old 
Tertament  scholar  and  afahur  vdio  tau^  at  two 
Sotahem  Baptist  semlnarits  and  was  president  of 

_ t  sM _ 1  a.. 


the  Evangelical  ’Iheda^  Society  in  aooo,  ihed 
JaiL  9  after  a  lorn  battir  wfth  Parkinson’s  Disease 
and  Lewy  Both  wmentia.  SkO-  .  , 
hamer  earned  a  bacheiar  of  aris  />  ■*  . 
degree  in  jotanaHamfitanCali-  m 

fatnia  State  Univeisity  es  Lou  ' 

BeaiX/ind  worked  at  a  eenetM 

aarigimienis  reporter  for  the 

Dalta  Motrang  Newv  before 

completing  a  master  of  theology 

dem  in  Old  TeRament  frem 

Duaa  Iheological  Sendnaiy  in  ^  H 

1197A  a  msRer  of  ^  (tore  in  SAHHAMER 

SeniUc  languages  from  U^  in 

i97fti  «nd  a  dodnr  of  philosuphv  degree  in  sneiere 

Near  EaR  fanguages  and  tiletore  fiotn  UCLA 

in  1981  He  was  ctdtiDed  fay  the  Evai«ejkal  FTee 


-aapvft-  tiuu  4u  uc  uimigiiuui  ar<l 
mnt  tlut  [ObAiu]  has  given  ev-  open  to  cuurscI  on  matters  of 
cry  indic^joo  of  being  a  devoted  ('uoimon  interest." 

i/  ftodi  of  America  inJ983.  His  book.  IhcMean- 

■  mg  of  the  IVntBteuch,pufaliBhed  in  2009,  WHS  called 

levanrelkHlOU  ^  dPt®  •“  was  BReri  among  Amaam. 

o  S  seflett.  He  served  on  flic  review  and 

"'reptodeaof  d^^^tem^feflmNewLivfag'IVinBtomand 
y  in  aooo,  ihed  Oinstian  Standard  Bfale.  His  gfr-year 

dnson’sDireme  ww  began  in  1975  «  U»  Angrien  Bible 

OiBage  and  oonliraied  M  Bioh  Univernty.  Bcthd 

SSeminaiy,  Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  School 
Western  Saninaty,  and  SouthesRem  Semn-aiy  .  In 
2006,  he  joined  the  faculty  at  Gateway  Seminaiy 
(fixmerty  GoUen  Gate  Seminaiy)  in  Qdifoniia. 
where  he  aerved  until  his  retirement  in  2012.  Safl 
hamer  is  survived  by  Patty  FudahLSaOhamer.  his 
wifeof45yrafabiBchikfeenI>tvidSaffliaiiier.Qiza- 
bRh  Soinan  John  .Safibamer,  and  Ifater  Safihamer, 
«BN  gandchfldim  brother  Paul  Safllimier;  and 
SAiLHAMER  sMer  OaudeUe  Miller.  He  is  preceded  in  death  by 
___  .  .  .  bib  parents  Oaude  and  Bdva  Saifiiamcr.  A  memo- 

Srreminaert  rial  service  and  oeWxation  of  Ws  fife  was  held  Jan. 

i3RflieltoEviB]g(jicalItoChuitt.ofI^iDc^ 
vangedcalFYee  Ca.  He  wRainteiied  near  his  hirthplare  of  Moline,  fi. 
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oudan  court  frees  pastor  after  second  arrest 

KHARTOUM,  Suctan  (BF)  -  r .  . .Ulliiii  -  — .  ^ 


L15.- 


KHARTOUM,  Sudan  {Bl»)  - 

A  court  in  l^itoum,  Stalan, 
raeuaed  a  paMor  from  priaxi 
a  after  aomittUin  Mm  o# 
enarm  punUhaWeby  flje  deatl) 
penally,  Bouree*  said 

Kwa  (aJao  q>eiiled  Kuwa) 
Spamaal  waa  acquitted  of 
enaq^ea  ranging  from  sming  to 
inciting  hatred  against  &  gov¬ 
ernment,  his  attorney  Muhanad 
•  NnTsakL 

“Vea,  be  was  rdensed  today 
after  the  court  friund  thM  he 
vm  not  guilty  of  the  ch«i«t. 
Iwou^  Minat  Hm,' said  Ncu^ 
pm  of  the  team  of  fawyers  de- 
fei^iu  Shamaai  and  three  oth¬ 
er  CSuistians. 

■  Sbmaal,  head  of  miaaions 
of  the  ftidanieee  Church  of 
(SOpQ,  had  been  ar¬ 
rested  at  his  home  without 
chargea  more  than  a  year  ago. 
Tliree  other  Chriatiana  ate 
alao  fadM  ehaigaa,  and  Nur 
eapte^  ht^  for  their  re- 
?****•  ?***  court  hearing 

is  scheduled  for  Jan  9. 

^  The  court  chet^ahamaal's 

coOeam  Haatan  Abdefaahim 
Thwnf,  OiKdi  aid  worker  Petr 
■faaak,  and  Abduhnoman  Ah- 
dmnavda  of  Oarfri  with  Crimea 
■ginat  the  «U8  puniaWile  by 
death.  The  charges  include  ea- 

t»OMge,wa^waragninattfae 
ewte,  gathering  Use  mws  in- 


KWA  SVAMAAL 


fermatioci,  and  inciting  batted 
between  classes. 

Thww,  also  a  pastor,  was 
■Treated  on  the  same  dav 
as  ShanwaL  ' 

ShairuMl  was  reknaed  friree 
daw  after  bit  2015  arrast  and 

had  bean  required  to  report  dai- 

to  the  offices  of  the  National 
w*  and  Security  Ser- 
- —  ,.-ISS)  until  Jan.  t6, 2016. 
He  was  re-aneated  on  May  25. 

Soft  Shamaal  utd  Thwor 
were  chained  with^yfag  to 


tarnish  the  image  of  Aldan's 
government  ^  collect  mfor- 
matioo  on  Christinn  peteecu- 
tXMi  and  geeodde  in  the  Nuba 
Mountains.  The  jMstots  were 
yttiaed  of  ewKbeting  iaiel- 
hgence  activities  and  pravid- 
uK  material  support  for  Nnfaa 

rebefe  in  Seuth  Kurde&a  iBxkr 
two  daises  that  cany  tiwdeatii 
penal^  waging  war  againat  the 
rim  vArtkie  51  of  the  Sudanese 
^ninei  Code)  and  spying  (Ar- 

HOC  53^ 


^rested  in  December  2015 
on  Similar  charges  were  JaM 
and  Alxhimawia,  who  initially 
said  he  was  Muslim  but  later 
admitted  he  was  Christiaa. 
Abdmuwia  was  arrested  af¬ 
ter  te  began  poliecting  money 
to  help  a  friend,  AH  Omef, 
who  needed  treatment  for 
bums  suffered  in  a  student 
demonstration. 

Abdumawia  contacted  Ta- 
ww,  who  donated  money  for 
Omers  treatment  and  thereby 
raised  the  ire  of  Sudanese  au- 
tj^ties  Ouistian  Solidarity 
Worldwide  (CSW)  said. 

.^i»ecutors  charged  Jaaek 
with  lamisbing  Sudan’s  im- 
by  documenting  pereecu- 
He  is  also  char^  with 
war  against  the  state, 
regorteffiy  baaed  on  an  aeen- 
jation  that  he  gave  money  to 
tome  mdividaals"  in  South 
Kordotan  in  20t2,  aOraedly  in- 
clwBiig  rriiei  fighters. 

M  OM  hearing,  NISS  official 
AboM  el  Tahir  accused  the  de- 
frmdante  of  oonductii^  'hoa- 
ofo  activities  wainst  ^  state 
that  threaten  the  national  and 
tociid  aecuri^  in  Stidan,  ac- 
tottoha^^o^^therlands-based 

Mort^^OC  memben  have 


South  Koidofrui  stiUe,'  where 
the  government  is  fimting  an 
ii»toS^.„The  dong 

Mth  other  Christians  in  Sudan 
^  diaerimination,  as  Ptesi- 
dem  Omar  Al-Bashir  he*  vowed 
to  mtroduee  a  stricter  version 
of  Steria  nslamic  law)  and  rec- 
pgniae  onfy  Islamic  cidture  and 
Arabic  language. 

The  International  Criminal 
Court  has  issued  an  arrest  war¬ 
rant  for  Ai-Bashir  in  ocmnection 
witii  ("dr  crimes  in  Darfur.  Due 
to  its  treatment  of  Chrirtians 
tod  other  human  rights  viefia- 
tions,  Sudan 

hM  been  designated  a  Ooun- 
^  of  Paitieulai  Concern  hy  the 
UA  State  Department  since 
•999,  and  ffie  UA  Commis- 
yto  00  tatemational  Religious 
"«*<*»  recommended  the 
country  remain  on  the  list  in  ha 
20i6rq>ort. 

&»«lan  ranked  eighth  on 
wirtto  M^qiort  organization 
t^n  Doors  aoifi  World  Watch 
rf  cotmtries  where  Chris¬ 
tians  nme  most  persecution. 

Bax^  on  rmorting  bg 
Manmg  Star  tfetps  (morii- 
>ngslamewt.orrX  an  indepm- 
«nf  neu»  seroior  foeutfrio  on 

style 


r  'l  f 


NORTH  KOREA 

cqat-  fromp.  7 

^Dsvid  Curry,  imldent  of 
Open  Doon.  uid  in  a  writ¬ 
ten  statraeftf  the  list  diearly 
sbo^  Cbristiant  in  the  West 
to  ^vocate  on  behalf 
Of  those  who  do  not  have  the 

Curty  and  others  have 
urged  Trump,  who  will  be 
inaugurated  Jan.  ao.  to  *nke 
uSteps  in  the  opening  days  of 
adaunistratioii  to  project 
totTnatlonal  religious  Ubeity. 

'  Century  Wflherforw 

l^ative  has  drafted  a  letter 
aw  tolierted  signers  nnrinc 
ths  president-elert  to  reti^ 
or  nominate  in  his  first  «6o 
to  ambsssador-at-large 
tw  utternatiooal  religious 
‘t'*dom  and  a  spec^  advl- 
toligioua  ninoritise 

posWooe  in  the 
y  •  Vep*rtiiientcohld  be 

^ptot  w  the  end  of  Janoaiy. 

IMvid  Sapersteiiv  whw 
wk  as  ambassador-at-large 

Jha  last  two  years  has  been 
eomineaded  by  both  conser- 
«nd  liberals,  appir- 
wU  have  to  leavehU 
P°"„Py  the  inaugnration.  ac- 
«ww>S  to  a  Trump  transi- 
toPOrted  Iw 
The  N^  York  Tiaiea.  World 
“••••■iBe  reported  fa  a 
Jan.  9  article. 


Knoz  Thames,  also  highly 
r^rded  across  the  boari  for 
““  the  Test  j6  arantlu 

as  the  tot  special  advisor 
tor  nWMx  minorities,  will 
hls^  Jan.  31  unless  the 
iruinp  ftdainistntion  moveA 
I«afa  him.  World  reported. 
While  OKM  North  Kores 
persecution  involves  enforce¬ 
ment  of  euh-Hke  worship  of 
Its  leader  Kim  Jong  Un.  Mus- 
Um  extremism  in  many  of  the 
other  countries  on  the  list 
refined  the  primary  force 
driv^pe^tion  last  year, 

■droing  to  Open  Doors. 

Pemenrtion  incrosaed  es¬ 
pecially  m  South  and  South- 
e«t  Asia,  reaching  leveis  of 
violence  experienced  in  such 
■w  «  the  Middle  Hast  and 
J>J*-Saharan  Africa,  Open 
Doors  reported,  fn  Asia.  ^ 
P**tocution  is  'fueled  by  dra- 
matic  reiigiow  natfonalisoi 

Alhn  A  _  > 


- — — _,«nlc  govern- 

“^J,*****®*^*^  Chrirtiaiis. 

Patoam  which  moved 
ftom^.  bto  No.  4  this  year 
was  the  moat  violent  country’ 
•u^ing  vfolence  fn 
northern  Nigeria  by  Muslims 
■gainst  Christians. 

In^  reached  Its  highest 

Oiritt. 


Dow  measures  the  freedom 
to  five  amas  of 
prfvmCs  firaiily,  comiiii* 
nity,  oAtiaiud.  and  church.  Its 
researchm  also  gauge  the  de- 
Sf®€  of  vioieoce. 

Rele^  of  ffie  latest  Open 
Doors  list  followed  a  Dec. 
“f  •  *»y  the 

Center  for 
Sti^  on  New  Religions., 
winch  found  .Kristians  are 
TO  worlds  most  persecuted 
raitn  ^oup. 

Uwngan  admittedly  hroad- 
w  definition  of  dying  for  re¬ 
ligions  reasons,  the  study 
reported  nearly  90.000  Chris¬ 
tiana  died  for  their  faith  fa 
2016,  according  to  the  Inter- 
natiOTSl  Business  Times. 

full  report  of  Ac  2017 
pP®“  R®?™  World  Watch  Ust 
^  *T*w*^^  opendoonuaa. 

wo*rid^w«rf.*-f^^ 

Ust  vew.  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  designated  lo  'coun- 
triea  of  p^icufar  concern,* 
■tatagory  reserved  for  es-' 
■pmuy  severe  violatoni  of 
r|^|gi«is  liberty;  Burma 
China,  tri^  Iran,  North’ 
Saudi  Arabia.  Sudan. 

j  •■■.c.VMoaiax..  juto  ZBif  ' 
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College  and 
Seminary  News 


>-  As  part  of  the  Mississippi  Bicentennul  celebration, 
MissiMippf  Collage  is  hosting  an  event  celebrating  the 
university  8  creation  over  190  years  ago.  MC  is  the  state's 
oldest  institution  of  hi^er  learning  and  the  second  old¬ 
est  Baptist  college  in  the  United  States.  A  Founders  Day 
convocation  wilTbe  held  at  First  Church,  Clinton,  Jan.  31,  at 
lO’.go  a.m.  Cindy  Townsend,  speaker. 

^  The  following  graduates  with  Mississippi  ties  received 
degrees  during  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  ai^  Leveall  College  commencement  service  Dec.  17. 

Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Christian  Ministry 
Gary  D.  Havlin,  Bogalusa,  Louisiana  , 

Charles  E.  Young,  Cleveland,  Mississippi 

Master  of  Arts  In  Christian  ApologMics 
Larry  Dyaon  Bryant,  New  Albany,  Mississippi 

Master  of  Arts  in  PaetoraJ  Ministry 
Tyler  Charles  Turner,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Master  of  Arts  in  Theological  Studies 
Kenny  Odell  Goff,  Pearl,  Mississippi 

Master  of  Olvinfty' 

Anson  F.  FoOingtan  Jr.,  Terry,  Mississippi 
Drew  Sicfaardson,  Belden,  Mississippi 
Chris  Wayne  Kobbins,  Petal,  Mississippi 

Doctor  of  Ministry 

Joshua  Hollis  Braddy,  Picayune,  Mississippi 


mission  Guidelines 

gxist  Record  is  plessed  to  publish  news  end 
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com.  from  p.  1 

us.  We’ve  broken  it  down  into 
four  phases; 

■  Pray  (for  specific  lost 
friends  to  come  to  Christ). 

■  Learn  (one  spiritual  con¬ 
versation). 

■  Invite  (unchurched  peo¬ 
ple  to-your  small  group). 

■-  Share  (the  Gospel  t.t 
least  one  time." 

Wamock  described  how  the 
last  few  months  have  gone. 
“We  did  it  pretty  much  by  the 
book.  The  people  here  nave 
bought  into  the  big  picture. 

I  ui^  selected  Scriptures 
from  Ephesians  to  tie  into  the 
weekly  theme  and  Jeff  (Dore- 
mus]  led  the  Sunday  School 
through  the  curriculum.’ 

Doremus  is  associate  pas¬ 
tor  for  ■.■ducation.  The  curric¬ 
ulum  titled.  The  Unvarnished 
Truth,  from  by  UfeWay 
Christian  Resources  in  Nash¬ 
ville  was  put  into  the  bands 
of  all  the  adult  Sunday  School 
teac^rs. 

“All  of  our  aduh  classes 
boi^^t  in,’  Doremus  said. 
“For  them  to  take  six  weeks 
out  of  their  usual  curriculum 
and  just  wholesale  out  was  a 
big  deal.  .We  purposely  didn’t 
use  the  word,  'evangelism,’ 
because  of  ,  preconceived 
thoughts.  We  presented  it 
as  a  way  to  tell  their  stories- 
about  faiow  God  had  changed 
their  lives. 


■  PHIL  GLISSON 


“We  had  seven  classes,  and 
in  each  one  we’d  ask  people, 
'Hey,  would  you  like  to  tell 
your  story  about  how  God  has 
changed  your  life?  A  lot  of 
unity  came  from  that,  because 
people  love  to  hear  other  peo¬ 
ples’  stories.  It  seemed  to  res¬ 
onate  with  each  class.* 

“We  have  church-wide  dis- 
cipieship  classes,’  Wamock 
said.  ‘We  call  it  ‘Sundays  at 
Five,’  and  the  classes  are  for 
children,  youth,  and  adults. 
We  do  this  on  a  semester 
schedule,  and  the  classes 
meet  while  we  have  what  is 
called  Li^cy  Worship  for 
adults.  Jett  tau^t  them  bow 
to  develop  their  testimonies 
and  share  them  in  two  or 
three  minutes. 

‘Our  church’s  theme  this 
year  is  stellsomeone,’  War- 
nock  continued.  “I’ll  preach 
from  Acts  8, 9,  and  10  throu^ 
Januare,  and  focus  on  this 
again  February  25-26  with  a 
Tell  Someone  revival.  Then, 
February  28  is  our  area  Tell 
Me  Rally,  and  on  September 
24  we’ll  nave  an  assodational 
T^  Everyone  Rally  with  Fred 
Luter.  We’ll  have  that  at  the 
hi|^  school  football  field.* 

I^tet  is  pastor  of  Franklin 
Avenue  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  a  former  two-term 
president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Wamock  spoke  well  of  the 
resources  available  to  him  and 
other  pmtors  and  churches. 
“That’s  the  reason  1  love  Mis¬ 


sissippi  Baptists.  The  [Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention) 
is  leaaing  iu<.  wa/.  The  con¬ 
vention  says,  ‘We  are  putting 
a  focus  on  this  again,  we’re 
grvii^  you  the  tools,  and  cfaal- 
ten^iig  you  to  challenge  your 
members.’  Are  we  too  busy  to 
see  that  person  in  front  of  us 
we  need  to  engage?  It’s  time 
to  seek  God  again. 

“We  found  there  were  peo¬ 
ple  in  Jeffs  class  you  never 
thought  would  have  come  and 
participated.  God  was  doing  a 
wotlt  in  their  lives." 

“We  would  train  them  to 
share  their  stories,’  Doremus. 
said.  “We  took  them  to  the  T 
Am  Second  website  so  they 
could  see  others  sharing  their 
testimonies.  You  find  out 
about  people  as  they  share 
their  stories.  They  enjoyed 
hearing  each  other.' 

“We  saw  an  increase  in  wor¬ 
ship  attendance  and  Sunday 
School,  about  eight  percent, 
Warnock  pointed  out.  “For 
us,  in  a  stable  community  and 
church,  that  shows  excite¬ 
ment.  People  were  bringing 
their  frienw  and  that  is  just 
preparation  for  this  year. 

Wamock  svas  asiM  about 
the  benefits  he  saw  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  his  pastor  peers. 

“It’s  a  great  tool  for  busy  pas¬ 
tors,’  he  sakL  ’It  helps  them 
help  their  people  do  the  work 
they  were  callra  to  do.  We  are 
called  to  make  disciples,  and* 


I  h«»  twd  *•  priwhg*  of 
church**  »S  •round  tfw  »i»(*  Cfrt# 
of  th»  gr»*t»*«  loy*  I  g«*  in  SW  »• 
an  •vangaliat  and  a  p«*«or'a  ion  la 
to  b*  abW  to  a**l<  to  consSanwrt 

anodiw  panoT*  mauaoy  jnd  hdp 

•ddy  h»  churth  H I  can  nawb*  of 
a*vtc»  to  you.  Us  m»  know  My 

goal  wilitw  to  btaaatha  Lord,  you  , 


making  disaples.  you  u  appre¬ 
ciate  these  resources. 

*11  wasn't  Jiut  an  «isnt- 
week  campaign  for  us.  It 
helped  us  refocus  the  life  of 
our  church.' 

For  more  information  on 
bow  to  participate  in  the  Tell 
Me,  Ten  Someone  statewide 
campaign  now  underway,  vis¬ 
it  mbcD.otg/teUsomeone.  F.- 
mail:  sbeU@irbcb.org. 

Tell  Me,  Tell  Someone  is 
supported  by  gifts  to  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Cooperative  Program. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Fmd  il  in  thi*  One  who  is  the  way,  Irulh,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  foJUiwing  prayer  with  God 
in  your  own  words: 
lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  it  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forRiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  bolieie  lesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
^rave  to  forRive  my  sins  and  to  restore" 
my  relationship  vsith  vou. 

•  (I  hclieye  in  lesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  1  invite  U’sus  Christ  into  my  life. 
From  this  lime  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship, 
with  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  mv  Savior  and  lord.) 
.0  mam  a*  re.  .■.veef  him,  to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become  children  of 
God,  eveo  to  those  >*h.»  he/feve  in  his  (lamcy"  i/ohn  1:121 
vou  make  .>  decision  ior  (  hrisl  lodav,  contact  a  local  Southern  Raplisl  church 

spirilUsil  gtiKifUKC. 
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BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 
IN  NORTH  MISSISSIPPI 

^The  BCV  kmploys  ChristiBn,  mtssion-minded,  husband  and  wHc 
tckinE  without  dependent  children  or  pea.  to  serve  In  the  position 
of  HouseperenU.The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adula  with 
personal  integrity,  chancter  and  of  good  reputation  with  sandards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baotist  ChHdi:en's  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefia  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  of  duty.The  primary  (ob  respcmsuiility  of 
Houseparena  is  to  meinain  a  home4he  environment  that  modeb 
heahhy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residentEThey 
art  the  primary  car^[ivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homeworit  to  laund^  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  ss- 
signed.  However,  ai  Houseparena  need  to  be  in  good  physicai, 
memal  and  emotional  heelth.They  must  Im  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  In  a  tsam  environment. 

To  oppfy  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contaa 
Celeste  Cade  tt  ccadc^bapdstchiidrensviiiage.com  or  60I-9Z2- 
2241 

.1 

A compicu  fob  deschpUon-andappiicaifon  may  be  downloaded'  '< 
at  www.baptistchlhirensviliage.com. 
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Rebellion's  Cycle  •  Judges  2:11-19 


Have  you  ever  disciplined  a  strone- 
willed  fourteen  year  old?  Between  Ws 
eighth  and  ninth  grades  our  nephew 
came  to  hve  with  us.  Mark  and  I  set 
down  the  rules  just  as  we  had  with  our 
son.  We  told  him,  “If  you  follow 
the  rules,  then  there  will  be  positive 
consequences  for  your  good  behav- 
*>«  fun-  But  if  you  do 
nof  f^ow  the  rules,  then  there  will  be 
negate  consequences  and  you  will 
be  toppy.’  We  were  what  I  call 
lf...then  parents.  He  understood  the 
rules  and  the  consequences;  and  the 
vast  pigjprity  of  our  time  together  was 
absolutely  wonderful. 

I  believe  God  parents  His  children 
in  the  same  manner.  Let  me  give  you 
«  eMniple.  In  a  Chronicles  7.14  God 
said  to  Solomon,  *If  my  people  who 
we  called  by  My  name  will  humhle 
themself,  and  pray  and  seek  My 
u^,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways, 
t^  I  will  hear  from  heaven,  and  will 
foreive  their  sin  and  heal  their  land  ’ 
God  set  out  the  rules  and  He  explained 
the  positive  consequences.  Following 
the  resuh  of  obedience,  God  told 
5*5?  DMative  consequences 

of  disobedience.  He  said,  "But  if  you 
*“*?.?'**y  forsake  My  statutes 
and  My  commandments  which  I  have 
set  before  you,  and  go  and  serve  other 
gods,  and  worship  them,  then  1  will 
uproot  them  from  My  land  which  I 
w/t  given  them...''  (a  Chronicles  7:10- 
aoa,  NEJV).  God  clearly  explained 


the  rules  and  the  consequences.  This 
IS  the  same  thing  God  told  Moaes  in 
Deuteronomy  28. 

VVhy  is  God  willing  to  punish  His 
I^ple  M  to  remove  flis  hand  of  pro- 
‘“‘‘jo.from  them?  Is  He  being  mean 
and  hateM?  Is  He  just  waiting  for  an 
oMortuiuty  to  zap  us  when  we  sin?  No! 

.  ^olutely  not!!  God  loved  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Israel,  and  He  loves  you  and 
'Iffy  much  that  He  does  not  want 
His  children  to  stay  in  their  disobedi¬ 
ence  and 

rebellion.  — —  

God  brings 
righteous 

judgment  r  , 

“'in.?;  iiwwttc  Bible 

wth‘’'the  ’  ^*eGraw 

e  i  *  -ar-' 

pentance. 

He  lon{^  for  us  to  repent  and  return 
back  to  Him. 

The  book  of  Judges  exemplifies  the  ' 
cycle  of  rebeUion  and  God's  efforts  to 
Hb  prople  back  in  right  relation- 


repented  and  cried 
out  for  (^’s  help.  Sixth.  God  rescued 
the  Ismlites  and  they  worshiped  Him 
again.  This  cycle  was  repeated  over  and 
over  anin  thro^out  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment.  I^;s  consider  the  Israelites  after 
Joshua  s  death. 


Abandonment  —  Judges  2:11-13  ^ 
Under  Joshua's  command,  the  Is¬ 
raelites  worshiped  God  and  destroyed 
their  enemies.  Following  Joshua's 

_  death,  the 

•m.  tribes  con- 

■r  tinued  to 

vV  conquer 

lie  )'  .SS 

4  ^  ^  stroy  their 

^  Vi  -■  enemies. 

Instead, 
their  en- 

^  .  emies  lived 


V*™-  ™  cycle  of  re- 

befoon?  First,  the  Israelites  followed 
and  otM^  God.  Second,  t^  became 
(^pbuent  about  their  faith.  Third, 
ti^  sinned  a^inst  God,  abandoning 
Him  to  worsfip  otW  gods.  Fourth, 
God  would  remove  His  hand  of  protec¬ 
tion  and  allow  them  to  be  oppressed. 


^  .  .  cuiie*  iiveu 

aniongthem  and  worshiped  their  own 
.  gods.  The  Israelites  began  a  spiraling 
paftern  by  abandoning  their  worship 
of  alone  and  instead  participating 
in  idol  tvorship.  They  worship^  the 
Canaamte  gods. 

Oimresaion  -  Judges  2:14-15 
God  loved  His  people  so  mu^  that 
He  rraioved  His  protection  frmn  the 
rebellious  Uraelites,  allowing  them  to 
suffer  at  the  hands  of  unconquered  pa¬ 
gan  groups.  God  frustrated  the  efforts 


of  the  Isrjwlites  to  fight  for  themselves. 
Ihe  Lort  s  removal  of  His  hand  was 
an  art  of  God's  loving  discipline  of  His 

Si.  He  disciplined  them  so  they 
repent  and  turn  back  to  Him. 
verw  15  says,  'And  they  (theTsmel- 
ites)  were  greatly  distressed." 

Rejpcntance  (Ju^es  2:16-19) 

God  raised  up  judges  who  rescued 
the  oppressed  Israelites  and  led  the 
peo^’le  to  reform.  They  turned  badt 
to  God  for  a  time;  however,  once  the 
ji^e  the  Israelites  returned  to 
{Mir  sinful  pattern.  They  returned  to 
their  cycle  of  rebellion. 

We  might  be  tempted  to  point  our 
Mlf-n^teous  fingers  at  the  Israel¬ 
ites.  How  could  tb^  do  such  a  thing? 
Surely  we  would  never  turn  oiir  backs 
on  God.  Oh  really??  When  we  put  any- 
wng  above  God,  we  worship  other 
iMls.  I  m  guilty.  How  about  you?  God 
atone  is  worthy  of  worship.  Believers 
wrho  turn  their  back  on  God  should 
prepare  themselves  for  His  discipline 
-  either  overt  or  through  turning  them 
over  to  the  consrauences  of  their  ac- 
tions.  God  provides  relief  from  His 
discipline  through  repentance  and  a 
return  to  Him. 

McGrow  is  development  director 
of  Crossroads  SW  Counseling  Center. 
a  coifference  speaker,  Itfe  coach,  and 
member  ofWoodville  Church. 


Praying  with  Joy  •  Philippians  1:3-11 


,  The  next  6  weeks  we  will  be  study- 
JAg  leaaoM  on  Joy  from  Paul's  letter 
to  UB  Philippians.  This  unit  of  ^dy 
is  titled.  'Thrive:  Living  in  Keal  Joy.^ 
One  major  historical  fart  that  we  ne^ 
to  remember  is  that  the  Apostle  Paul 
was  a  prisoner  when  be  wrote  this  let¬ 
ter  about  toy.  The  six  lessons  of  the 
unit  are  Prajdng  with  Joy,  Sharing 
with  Joy,  Following  with  Joy,  Grow- 
i;  ;  with  Joy,  Practicing  Joy,  and  Giv- 
with  Joy. 

H.  I.  Hester,  author  of  the  classic 
“^  Testament  texffiook.  The  Heart 
of  the  New  Testament,  tells  us  Paul 
iwned  great  encouragement  during 
his  unprisoomept  in  Rome  from  his 
™uecl^.  Hester  writes,  "The  church 
at  Philippi  was  not  only  one  of  the  best 
of  these  out  was  composed  of  Chris- 
who  deeply  and  genuinely  loved 
Baul.  In  return,  Paul  Iwed  them  with 
M  abiding  affection.  He  referred  to 
them  as  his  ioy  and  crown."  Hester's 
note  about  Paul  referring  to  the  Phi- 
Wpians  as  his  "joy  and  crown"  comes 
ufom  Philippians  4:1  (HCSB),  "So  then, 
in  this  way,  my  dMrly  loved  brothers, 
py  toy  and  crown,  stand  firm  in  the 
Lord,  dear  friends.* 

_  Heater  .ttils  us  the  Book  of  Philip- 
piaiM  is  Paul's  most  informal,  intimate 
and  revealing  epistle.  The  Heart  of 
tn*  New  Thstoment  calls  this  letter  "a 
»|>ontaneous  expreasion  of  love  and 
gratitigJK"  Tnougb  it  was  written 


from  prison  amid  depressing  rtrcum- 
. stances  it  rings  with  joy,  confidence, 
foith  and  hope."  Our  challenge  dur¬ 
ing  this  study  is  to  grow  in  our  under- 
standing  of  how  anq  why  Paul  had  such 
real  joy  while  a  prisoner  chained  to  a 
guard  in  the  Roman  prison. 

To  understand  tlw  lessons  in  this 
unit  of  study  and  more  importantly  to 
get  the  full  meaning  of  emphasis  on  joy 
in  Paul's  letter  to  his  friends  at  Philip¬ 
pi,  we  need  to  understand  what  Paul 
means  by  "joy."  Mostly  Paul  uses  the 
Greek  word 
"  c  h  a  r  a  ’ 
to  tell  us 

about  New  ....  .  , 

tS'-’'.:!  Bible 

Ik 

Testament 
writer  to 
use  “chara" 
or  “joy-* 

Matthew  uses  this  word  to  explain  how 
the  wise  men  felt  when  they  followed 
the  star  and  found  Jesus,  'when  they 
saw  Ihe  star,  they  were  overjoyed  be¬ 
yond  measure.  Entering  the  house, 
they  saw  the  child  evith  Mary  His 
mother,  and  falling  to  their  knees, 
they  worshiped  Him,"  Matthew  2:10-11 
(HCSB).  Matthew  also  uses  "chara"  in 
Matthew  28:8  to  explain  how  the  wom¬ 
en  felt  when  they  left  the  empty  tomb 


to  go  tell  the  disciples  that  Jesus  was 
raised  from  the  dead. 

The  angels  in  Luke  2:10  k  11  an¬ 
nounced  the  "great  toy  that  will  bo  for 
all  people:  today  a  Savior,  who  is  Mes¬ 
siah  the  Lord,  was  born  for  you  in  the 
dty  of  David."  Luke  2:19-11  (HCSB). 
John  tells  us  in  John  16:22  that  this 
"chara"  joy  is  .something  no  man  can 
take  away.  Paul  tells  us  in  Romans 
15:13  that  it  is  God.  Himself,  who  fills 
w  with  this  joy  fin  fact,  we  cannot  get 
it  any  other  way]. 


In  dls- 
cus.sing  this 
joy  John 

Studieiltejje  Lrlfy 

Don  Hicks  reioice. 

'  and  no  one 

you  of  your 
joy."  John 
16:22c 

(HCSB).  Paul  prayed  in  his  letter  to  the 
Romans,  "Now  may  the  God  of  hope  fill 
you  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing, 
so  that  you  may  overflow  with  hope  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  ^irit,"  Romans 
15;  13-  Paul  tells  the  Galatians,  The 
fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace. 


Ki 

p  you  of  yo 
joy."  Jol 


fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace, 
patience,  kindness,  goodness,  ftiith. 
iwntleoess,  Klf-control.  Against  such 
things  there  is  no  law."  Galatians  s:ti2- 
23  (HCSB). 


Another  clue  about  the  result  of 
having  this  fruit  of  joy  is  found  in  the 
first  verse  of  today  s  focal  passage,  "I 
give  thanks  to  ray  God  for  every  re¬ 
membrance  of  you."  Philippians  I'T 


a  memorable  endunns  love.  These 
memories  of  the  fruit  of  joy  cause  one 
to  have  a  deep  appreciation.  Paul  says 
■  it  this  way.  always  praying  with  joy 
for  all  of  you  in  mv  every  prayer."  Phi¬ 
lippians  1:4  (IK'Sh).  This  gives  us  the 
title  of  today's  Bible  lesson,  "PravinE 
with  Joy." 

Paul  lists  some  of  the  tangible  rea- 
.sons  for  the  joy  lie  has  in  the  Philip¬ 
pian  church: 

1.  Partnership  in  the  gospel  from  the 
first  day. 

2.  Certainty  that  ttod  will  complete 
the  gixKl  work  He  began  in  them. 

3.  That  God  would  carry  that  work  to 
completion  on  the  dav  of  Christ  Jesus. 

4.  It  is  rigid  for  Paul  to  think  this 
way  about  the  Philippians  bec-ause  they 
are  in  his  heart 

a.  As  partners  in  grace 

b.  Partners  in  his  imprisonment 

c.  Partners  in  Ip.s  defense 

d.  Partners  in  establishing  the 
Gospel. 

Hicks  is  associatwnal  missions  di 
rector  for  Jasper  Association  in  Btty 
Springs. 


Tte  Baptist  Rbooro  Januarv  /<?.  2017 


Boston  planters  embrace  outreach  flexibility 


BOSTON  (BP)  -  Boston 
church  phmtine  catalyst  Joe 
Souza  hu  devdoped  a  unique 
stnteKy  for  workixig  in  dte  afy: 
prayer  driving. 

M  a  Iriel^  uibaiute  and 
whan  dmidi  nuata  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Btazu;  Orlando.  FL; 


quendy  pohdets  hoiv  to  rearik  the 
vast  nuinbefs  of  cBsrinctfoe  city 
dweOen,  many  of  whom  how 
nafically  difiet^  lifestyles  foxn 
the  avenge  Christian. 

*  *1  pray,  I  ay,  and  I  aak  Cod  in 
deqperaOoD.  ‘Fatba,  do  some¬ 
thin  bece  that  these  people  may 
undostand  that  You  ate  God, 
said  Soma,  Mho  also  is  pastor  of 
CriebratioB  Church  In  Boston's 
.  hittotic  Chailestown  neighbor¬ 
hood.  He  is  not  alone.  Dosena  at 
duifch  planters  hove  ansneted 
God's  in  leoent  years  to 
.  sptead  the  Gospel  in  New  Eog- 
land  cities  sudk  as  Boeton. 

Acoordmg  to  the  U.S.  Census 
Bureau,  die  growth  of  whan  dfy 
dadere  la  ouhiadng  the  growC'. 
die  nensnl  popuadoa  T  t 

nimNill . Hit  New 

states  are  following  dda  ticna  aat. 


AIMAZING  CHURCH  —  Part  of  Celebration  Church's  prayer 
strategy  includes  hosting  en  overnight  prayer  vigil  every 
other  month.  'We're  just  a  rowdy  Brazilian  church  in  on  Irish- 
Catholic  neighborho^,'  Souza  said,  'but  what  God  has  done 
is  amazing.*  (BP  photo) 

church.  some  Following  6od.not  trends 

Christians  might  feel  reluctant 
to  qpend  time  with  them,  Souza 
notes  that  this  Is  exac%  what 
Jesus  did  —  and  He  b  sdll  in  the 
business  of  changing  the  ttves  of 
tfaoae  who  seem  hopoeas. 


mindsets  an 
er  can  culti- 
c  far  diurch 


ist  important 
cburdi  plant 


especi^  BoAon,  b  authentic' 
iw,’  he  said,  adding  that  the  goal 
at  church  planting  k  Id  kwe  the 
people  and  buQd  bridges  of  grace 
stroiK  otough  to  bear  the  wa|^ 
of  tnmi.' 

While  a  plethora  of  books  and 
articles  haw  been  pubfished  od 
church  planting  and  such  in- 


Tommy 

One  example  b  a  cunent 
cfaucfa  member.  Tummy  (not  fab 
real  nameX  who  MSB  ODoe  hea^ 
invohed  in  a  gang.  After  meeting 
a  Christian  vm  was  sharing  the 
Goqwl  OD  the  street.  Tommy  had 
an  encounter  witb  Jesus  winch 
led  to  a  radical  cooversioo  and  life 


COMMUNITY  OUTREACH  -  Joe  Souza  (left)  and  Celebra¬ 
tion  Chur^  served  freeThanksgivitig  meals  to  about  100 
members  of  the  Charlestown  community. 

a  new  chwcfa.  He  spens  hb  first  ton  frequently  interacts  with 
iSnxindia  in  Boston  leaning  the  ooUem  students  and  miDemiiab, 
eidture,da«<rioi)ingaatiaie»,aad  width  has  ahered  hb  penpec- 
taOdngwittiamercbwchpfaintets  dve  about  minbtiy. 
andhadi^  "Mafeaniak, dim's  wo  tiiScr- 

Duriiw  dws  ttma,  God  eat  dnags  puBing  at  their  atten- 
chanaedhb  plans  about  tbe  new  tk^  Owroi  b  ^nly]  one  of  the 
cfauioi  plant.  OrigjnaOy  intended  tfaingt  they  do,  and  not  the  most 


their  omi  ityle  oflea^ng  —  ooe 
that  boatural  for  their  personal¬ 
ity  and  fits  within  their  broader 
oottteift. 

He  ako  advbed  church  plant- 
en  to  oouider  pressure  to  grt  "too 
fiuny,  too  fest/ 

'Unfrntunately,  there's  thb 
growing  modri  of  trying  to  stsrt 


in  recent  years,  a  pmtor  could  fed 
attracted  to  diurch  planting  not 
out  of  obedience  to  Cm  but  out  (f 
andsdon  or  bendiness,  which  can 
lead  to  sdfishness  and  pride. 

The  greatest  thirig  that  I've 
baroed  b  we  cant  gd  credit  for 
diis.  Ifs  realb  God  at  work,' 
Souza  said  'He  can  even  use  a 
messed-^  Brazilian  from  Rio 
de  Janeiro  in  a  church  planting 
movement.* 

When  Souza  first  moved  to 
Massachusetts  in  tbe  early 2000S. 
ByN  of  church  piruits  in  greatpr 
Boeton  were  folding  wM^  two 
tofourveais.  In  tset,  when  Souza 
was  asked  to  become  the  diurch 
pfaoitiiig  catalyst  for  the  area,  it 
was  by  defeult  —  hr  was  the  only 
local  diuicb  planter  at  that  time 


waaty  ouboKh  pager,  beam-  dMokady  essential  to  Sv 
ing  Rath  Kelowriiffi's  caecutive  community  for  at  bast 
pastor,  and  itowleadpaslor.  Living  with  and  benoRiiii 
Most  iraportandy,  he  new  by  of  the  fabric  of  a  oomm 
buniag  a  new  le^  oi  lepen-  rieighhadioad  aOows  jn 
denoe  on  God  and  he  frcmierdy  bejund  knowing  .iboat  t 
^pdsliimaelfpnyil«,*U)(^h«^  big  penonaDy.' 
me  to  dbpp  117  pnfertnccs  m  ca^ 

der  to  leam  the  people  group  (ur-  i _ i:-- ^ _ ; 

banit«)yoo  vww^toimSi.'  "•  B* 

Bodi  Rnighion  wtd  Si 

»M - -a  -I _  aoibed  two  aey  segmeni 

UMRgBMfMm  pj^ 

Sousa,  meanwhile,  had  yeaa  aiKlthe*highlyfargatten' 
of  cqieriience  in  church  plaiting  Aa  paator  of  a  churc 
bia  Md  never  livtd  tai  New  Eng-  located  on  «  univtaaiiy 
bnd  befoie  eamlog  to  Boston  to  and  vohmtecr  chopbun 
he^  First  BrasiliBn  Oanch  plant  Univmity  of  Harttowl. 


?  • 
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